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Abstract	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
Medical	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠpublished	 ﾠin	 ﾠSouth	 ﾠAsia	 ﾠand	 ﾠother	 ﾠdeveloping	 ﾠ
regions	 ﾠ encounter	 ﾠ many	 ﾠ challenges.	 ﾠ Often	 ﾠ authors	 ﾠ do	 ﾠ not	 ﾠ
perceive	 ﾠthat	 ﾠthey	 ﾠhave	 ﾠreceived	 ﾠa	 ﾠfair	 ﾠdeal	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠthe	 ﾠjournals.	 ﾠ
In	 ﾠthis	 ﾠarticle	 ﾠthe	 ﾠauthor	 ﾠputs	 ﾠforward	 ﾠa	 ﾠfew	 ﾠsuggestions	 ﾠto	 ﾠ
strengthen	 ﾠ medical	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ in	 ﾠ South	 ﾠ Asia	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ also	 ﾠ other	 ﾠ
developing	 ﾠregions.	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
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South	 ﾠAsia	 ﾠhas	 ﾠa	 ﾠlarge	 ﾠproportion	 ﾠof	 ﾠthe	 ﾠworld’s	 ﾠpopulation	 ﾠ
and	 ﾠ medical	 ﾠ schools.	 ﾠ India	 ﾠ has	 ﾠ approximately	 ﾠ 320	 ﾠ medical	 ﾠ
schools,	 ﾠPakistan	 ﾠ73,	 ﾠBangladesh	 ﾠ45,	 ﾠNepal	 ﾠ19	 ﾠand	 ﾠSri	 ﾠLanka	 ﾠ
has	 ﾠ8	 ﾠmedical	 ﾠschools	 ﾠaccording	 ﾠto	 ﾠdata	 ﾠavailable	 ﾠin	 ﾠNovember	 ﾠ
2011	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠthe	 ﾠwebsites	 ﾠof	 ﾠeach	 ﾠcountry’s	 ﾠregulatory	 ﾠagencies.	 ﾠ
This	 ﾠ gives	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ total	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ 455	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ 460	 ﾠ schools	 ﾠ in	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ region.	 ﾠ A	 ﾠ
number	 ﾠof	 ﾠmedical	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠare	 ﾠpublished	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠSouth	 ﾠAsia	 ﾠand	 ﾠ
research	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠthis	 ﾠregion	 ﾠis	 ﾠsteadily	 ﾠincreasing.	 ﾠSouth	 ﾠAsian	 ﾠ
medical	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠcan	 ﾠbe	 ﾠdivided	 ﾠinto	 ﾠ‘The	 ﾠgood,	 ﾠthe	 ﾠbad	 ﾠand	 ﾠ
the	 ﾠugly’.	 ﾠSome	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠare	 ﾠof	 ﾠexcellent	 ﾠstandards	 ﾠand	 ﾠpublish	 ﾠ
good	 ﾠquality	 ﾠarticles.	 ﾠIn	 ﾠa	 ﾠprevious	 ﾠissue	 ﾠof	 ﾠthe	 ﾠAustralasian	 ﾠ
Medical	 ﾠJournal	 ﾠ(AMJ)	 ﾠI	 ﾠand	 ﾠother	 ﾠauthors	 ﾠhad	 ﾠwritten	 ﾠthat	 ﾠ
not	 ﾠonly	 ﾠauthors	 ﾠbut	 ﾠalso	 ﾠmedical	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠhave	 ﾠan	 ﾠobligation	 ﾠ
to	 ﾠfollow	 ﾠ‘uniform	 ﾠrequirements’.
1	 ﾠIn	 ﾠthis	 ﾠarticle	 ﾠI	 ﾠput	 ﾠforward	 ﾠ
suggestions	 ﾠto	 ﾠstrengthen	 ﾠmedical	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠespecially	 ﾠin	 ﾠSouth	 ﾠ
Asia.	 ﾠ Many	 ﾠ other	 ﾠ developing	 ﾠ regions	 ﾠ have	 ﾠ similar	 ﾠ problems	 ﾠ
and	 ﾠchallenges.	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
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Journals	 ﾠ in	 ﾠ this	 ﾠ region	 ﾠ continue	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ plagued	 ﾠ by	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ
number	 ﾠof	 ﾠproblems.	 ﾠThe	 ﾠproblem	 ﾠI	 ﾠfeel	 ﾠis	 ﾠmany	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠ
are	 ﾠthe	 ﾠpersonal	 ﾠinitiative	 ﾠof	 ﾠa	 ﾠsmall	 ﾠnumber	 ﾠof	 ﾠinterested	 ﾠ
and	 ﾠ committed	 ﾠ individuals.	 ﾠ Many	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ these	 ﾠ individuals	 ﾠ
struggle	 ﾠagainst	 ﾠoverwhelming	 ﾠodds	 ﾠand	 ﾠtheir	 ﾠinitiatives	 ﾠ
have	 ﾠto	 ﾠbe	 ﾠappreciated.	 ﾠQuality	 ﾠissues,	 ﾠhowever,	 ﾠremain	 ﾠ
and	 ﾠ have	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ considered.	 ﾠ Certain	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ have	 ﾠ
problems	 ﾠin	 ﾠregular	 ﾠand	 ﾠtimely	 ﾠpublication	 ﾠof	 ﾠtheir	 ﾠissues.	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
The	 ﾠauthors’	 ﾠperspective:	 ﾠMany	 ﾠauthors	 ﾠhave	 ﾠbitter	 ﾠand	 ﾠ
sad	 ﾠexperiences	 ﾠwith	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠand	 ﾠthe	 ﾠpublishing	 ﾠprocess.	 ﾠ
Many	 ﾠ manuscripts	 ﾠ submitted	 ﾠ over	 ﾠ two	 ﾠ years	 ﾠ back	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ
certain	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ are	 ﾠ still	 ﾠ pending	 ﾠ without	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ decision.	 ﾠ In	 ﾠ
many	 ﾠcases	 ﾠthe	 ﾠreceipt	 ﾠof	 ﾠthe	 ﾠmanuscript	 ﾠhas	 ﾠnot	 ﾠbeen	 ﾠ
acknowledged	 ﾠ despite	 ﾠ repeated	 ﾠ reminders	 ﾠ by	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ
authors.	 ﾠMany	 ﾠinstitutions	 ﾠand	 ﾠuniversities	 ﾠin	 ﾠthis	 ﾠregion	 ﾠ
have	 ﾠ made	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ certain	 ﾠ number	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ research	 ﾠ papers	 ﾠ
mandatory	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ academic	 ﾠ promotions.	 ﾠ This	 ﾠ had	 ﾠ led	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ
pressure	 ﾠ being	 ﾠ applied	 ﾠ on	 ﾠ journal	 ﾠ editors	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ quick	 ﾠ
publication	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ articles	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ favourable	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ
process.	 ﾠFactors	 ﾠother	 ﾠthan	 ﾠthe	 ﾠstandard	 ﾠand	 ﾠintegrity	 ﾠof	 ﾠ
the	 ﾠwork	 ﾠand	 ﾠthe	 ﾠmanuscript	 ﾠcould	 ﾠplay	 ﾠa	 ﾠrole	 ﾠin	 ﾠthe	 ﾠfinal	 ﾠ
decision.	 ﾠ Certain	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ have	 ﾠ started	 ﾠ charging	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ
publication	 ﾠand	 ﾠin	 ﾠSouth	 ﾠAsia,	 ﾠthe	 ﾠproblem	 ﾠremains:	 ﾠhow	 ﾠ
do	 ﾠyou	 ﾠtake	 ﾠmoney	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠindividuals	 ﾠand	 ﾠensure	 ﾠfairness	 ﾠ
and	 ﾠobjectivity	 ﾠof	 ﾠthe	 ﾠreview	 ﾠand	 ﾠpublication	 ﾠprocess?	 ﾠIn	 ﾠ
this	 ﾠ region	 ﾠ often	 ﾠ persons	 ﾠ paying	 ﾠ money	 ﾠ expect	 ﾠ
preferential	 ﾠ treatment.	 ﾠ How	 ﾠ can	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ situation	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ
improved	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ publication	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ made	 ﾠ quicker	 ﾠ
while	 ﾠat	 ﾠthe	 ﾠsame	 ﾠtime	 ﾠensuring	 ﾠgood	 ﾠquality?	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
Editorial	 ﾠ independence:	 ﾠ I	 ﾠ feel	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ should	 ﾠ have	 ﾠ an	 ﾠ
independent	 ﾠ source	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ funding.	 ﾠ These	 ﾠ funding	 ﾠ sources	 ﾠ
could	 ﾠbe	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠtrusts,	 ﾠendowments,	 ﾠassociations	 ﾠor	 ﾠother	 ﾠ
sources.	 ﾠAn	 ﾠassociation	 ﾠof	 ﾠmedical	 ﾠand	 ﾠother	 ﾠprofessional	 ﾠ
schools	 ﾠ could	 ﾠ also	 ﾠ fund	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ journal.	 ﾠ An	 ﾠ example	 ﾠ is	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ
journal,	 ﾠAcademic	 ﾠMedicine	 ﾠfunded	 ﾠby	 ﾠthe	 ﾠAssociation	 ﾠof	 ﾠ
American	 ﾠ Medical	 ﾠ Colleges	 ﾠ (AAMC).	 ﾠ Funding	 ﾠ from	 ﾠ
associations	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ endowments	 ﾠ can	 ﾠ create	 ﾠ problems	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ
editorial	 ﾠ independence	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ mechanisms	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ same	 ﾠ
may	 ﾠ have	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ developed.	 ﾠ At	 ﾠ present	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ are	 ﾠ
published	 ﾠ by	 ﾠ colleges	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ associations	 ﾠ which	 ﾠ is	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ good	 ﾠ
thing	 ﾠbut	 ﾠhow	 ﾠdo	 ﾠyou	 ﾠensure	 ﾠeditorial	 ﾠindependence	 ﾠand	 ﾠ
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the	 ﾠfreedom	 ﾠto	 ﾠpublish	 ﾠgood	 ﾠquality	 ﾠresearch	 ﾠwithout	 ﾠexternal	 ﾠ
pressures?	 ﾠHow	 ﾠdo	 ﾠauthors	 ﾠknow	 ﾠwhich	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠare	 ﾠof	 ﾠgood	 ﾠ
quality	 ﾠand	 ﾠundertake	 ﾠa	 ﾠfair	 ﾠand	 ﾠquick	 ﾠreview	 ﾠprocess?	 ﾠThe	 ﾠ
problem	 ﾠis	 ﾠthat	 ﾠthere	 ﾠare	 ﾠfew	 ﾠindicators	 ﾠto	 ﾠassess	 ﾠquality	 ﾠof	 ﾠa	 ﾠ
medical	 ﾠ journal	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ in	 ﾠ most	 ﾠ cases	 ﾠ authors	 ﾠ are	 ﾠ unaware	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ
them.	 ﾠI	 ﾠam	 ﾠnot	 ﾠsure	 ﾠif	 ﾠindexing	 ﾠbodies	 ﾠlike	 ﾠPubMed,	 ﾠScopus	 ﾠ
and	 ﾠothers	 ﾠensure	 ﾠa	 ﾠparticular	 ﾠjournal	 ﾠis	 ﾠauthor	 ﾠfriendly.	 ﾠThe	 ﾠ
criteria	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ inclusion	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ journal	 ﾠ in	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ Medline	 ﾠ indexing	 ﾠ
system	 ﾠare	 ﾠscope	 ﾠand	 ﾠcoverage,	 ﾠquality	 ﾠof	 ﾠcontent,	 ﾠquality	 ﾠof	 ﾠ
editorial	 ﾠwork,	 ﾠproduction	 ﾠquality,	 ﾠaudience,	 ﾠtypes	 ﾠof	 ﾠcontent	 ﾠ
and	 ﾠgeographic	 ﾠcoverage.
1	 ﾠCriteria	 ﾠlike	 ﾠhow	 ﾠquickly	 ﾠa	 ﾠjournal	 ﾠ
responds	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ queries	 ﾠ from	 ﾠ authors,	 ﾠ whether	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ how	 ﾠ they	 ﾠ
acknowledge	 ﾠreceipt	 ﾠof	 ﾠsubmissions	 ﾠand	 ﾠthe	 ﾠquality	 ﾠand	 ﾠspeed	 ﾠ
of	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ peer	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ publishing	 ﾠ process	 ﾠ can	 ﾠ also	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ
considered	 ﾠwhile	 ﾠselecting	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠfor	 ﾠindexing.	 ﾠThe	 ﾠease	 ﾠand	 ﾠ
quality	 ﾠof	 ﾠthe	 ﾠpublication	 ﾠprocess	 ﾠfor	 ﾠauthors	 ﾠvaries	 ﾠamong	 ﾠ
different	 ﾠindexed	 ﾠjournals.	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
A	 ﾠ body	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ oversee	 ﾠ quality	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ publication	 ﾠ
process:	 ﾠI	 ﾠstrongly	 ﾠfeel	 ﾠan	 ﾠindependent	 ﾠbody	 ﾠto	 ﾠoversee	 ﾠthe	 ﾠ
fairness,	 ﾠquality	 ﾠand	 ﾠtimeliness	 ﾠof	 ﾠthe	 ﾠreview	 ﾠand	 ﾠpublication	 ﾠ
process	 ﾠ is	 ﾠ recommended.	 ﾠ In	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ previous	 ﾠ article	 ﾠ we	 ﾠ had	 ﾠ
mentioned	 ﾠ time	 ﾠ frames	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ different	 ﾠ phases	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ
process	 ﾠwhich	 ﾠI	 ﾠfeel	 ﾠwill	 ﾠbe	 ﾠfair	 ﾠand	 ﾠreasonable	 ﾠfor	 ﾠboth	 ﾠthe	 ﾠ
authors	 ﾠand	 ﾠthe	 ﾠjournals.
2	 ﾠThe	 ﾠtotal	 ﾠreview	 ﾠand	 ﾠpublication	 ﾠ
process	 ﾠ should	 ﾠ not	 ﾠ take	 ﾠ more	 ﾠ than	 ﾠ six	 ﾠ months.	 ﾠ At	 ﾠ present	 ﾠ
most	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ do	 ﾠ not	 ﾠ offer	 ﾠ authors	 ﾠ any	 ﾠ mechanism	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ
redressing	 ﾠ their	 ﾠ grievances	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ there	 ﾠ is	 ﾠ no	 ﾠ independent	 ﾠ
agency	 ﾠto	 ﾠarbitrate	 ﾠin	 ﾠcases	 ﾠof	 ﾠdisputes.	 ﾠTo	 ﾠwhom	 ﾠdo	 ﾠauthors	 ﾠ
complain	 ﾠ in	 ﾠ case	 ﾠ their	 ﾠ manuscripts	 ﾠ are	 ﾠ tied	 ﾠ up	 ﾠ with	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ
journals	 ﾠfor	 ﾠmonths	 ﾠtogether?	 ﾠOne	 ﾠoption	 ﾠfor	 ﾠauthors	 ﾠis	 ﾠto	 ﾠ
withdraw	 ﾠtheir	 ﾠmanuscripts	 ﾠin	 ﾠcases	 ﾠof	 ﾠinordinate	 ﾠdelay	 ﾠbut	 ﾠin	 ﾠ
certain	 ﾠ cases	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ do	 ﾠ not	 ﾠ respond	 ﾠ even	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ requests	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ
withdrawal	 ﾠ or	 ﾠ do	 ﾠ so	 ﾠ very	 ﾠ sluggishly.	 ﾠ Also	 ﾠ authors	 ﾠ may	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ
worried	 ﾠthat	 ﾠwithdrawing	 ﾠa	 ﾠmanuscript	 ﾠcan	 ﾠharm	 ﾠtheir	 ﾠfuture	 ﾠ
relationship	 ﾠwith	 ﾠthe	 ﾠjournal	 ﾠand	 ﾠchances	 ﾠof	 ﾠpublication.	 ﾠAlso	 ﾠ
by	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ time	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ author/s	 ﾠ decide	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ withdraw	 ﾠ their	 ﾠ
manuscripts	 ﾠvaluable	 ﾠtime	 ﾠhas	 ﾠalready	 ﾠbeen	 ﾠlost	 ﾠas	 ﾠno	 ﾠauthors	 ﾠ
would	 ﾠ consider	 ﾠ withdrawal	 ﾠ until	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ certain	 ﾠ time	 ﾠ period	 ﾠ has	 ﾠ
elapsed;	 ﾠor	 ﾠif	 ﾠthey	 ﾠfeel	 ﾠtheir	 ﾠmanuscripts	 ﾠhave	 ﾠbeen	 ﾠrejected	 ﾠ
unfairly.	 ﾠ Journals	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ BiomedCentral	 ﾠ group	 ﾠ
(www.biomedcentral.com)	 ﾠ have	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ section	 ﾠ where	 ﾠ you	 ﾠ can	 ﾠ
browse	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ pre-ﾭ‐publication	 ﾠ history	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ manuscript.	 ﾠ The	 ﾠ
reviewers’	 ﾠcomments,	 ﾠauthors’	 ﾠresponses	 ﾠand	 ﾠreasons	 ﾠfor	 ﾠthe	 ﾠ
final	 ﾠdecision	 ﾠshould	 ﾠall	 ﾠbe	 ﾠpresented	 ﾠin	 ﾠa	 ﾠparticular	 ﾠsection	 ﾠof	 ﾠ
the	 ﾠpublished	 ﾠmanuscript.	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
Speeding	 ﾠup	 ﾠthe	 ﾠreview	 ﾠprocess:	 ﾠLack	 ﾠof	 ﾠtimely	 ﾠreview	 ﾠis	 ﾠcited	 ﾠ
as	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ most	 ﾠ common	 ﾠ reason	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ delay	 ﾠ in	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ publication	 ﾠ
process.	 ﾠ I	 ﾠ feel	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ should	 ﾠ follow	 ﾠ an	 ﾠ open	 ﾠ peer	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ
process	 ﾠand	 ﾠthe	 ﾠdate	 ﾠthe	 ﾠmanuscript	 ﾠwas	 ﾠsent	 ﾠto	 ﾠthe	 ﾠreviewer	 ﾠ
along	 ﾠ with	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ date	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ was	 ﾠ completed	 ﾠ should	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ
displayed.	 ﾠOr	 ﾠat	 ﾠthe	 ﾠend	 ﾠof	 ﾠthe	 ﾠcalendar	 ﾠyear,	 ﾠthe	 ﾠnames	 ﾠ
of	 ﾠreviewers	 ﾠalong	 ﾠwith	 ﾠtheir	 ﾠmean	 ﾠreview	 ﾠtime	 ﾠshould	 ﾠbe	 ﾠ
published.	 ﾠ However,	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ downside	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ this	 ﾠ is	 ﾠ certain	 ﾠ
reviewers	 ﾠmay	 ﾠbe	 ﾠupset	 ﾠabout	 ﾠthis	 ﾠpublic	 ﾠinformation	 ﾠand	 ﾠ
their	 ﾠ support	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ future	 ﾠ manuscript	 ﾠ reviews	 ﾠ may	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ
absent.	 ﾠThe	 ﾠissue	 ﾠneeds	 ﾠextensive	 ﾠdebate.	 ﾠIn	 ﾠmany	 ﾠcases	 ﾠ
publishing	 ﾠhouses	 ﾠmake	 ﾠmoney	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠtheir	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠand	 ﾠ
many	 ﾠ big	 ﾠ houses	 ﾠ are	 ﾠ multimillion	 ﾠ dollar	 ﾠ enterprises.	 ﾠ In	 ﾠ
fact	 ﾠthe	 ﾠauthor	 ﾠand	 ﾠthe	 ﾠreviewer	 ﾠare	 ﾠoften	 ﾠthe	 ﾠonly	 ﾠones	 ﾠ
who	 ﾠdo	 ﾠnot	 ﾠmake	 ﾠany	 ﾠmoney	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠthe	 ﾠarticles	 ﾠand	 ﾠtheir	 ﾠ
efforts.	 ﾠCan	 ﾠreviewers	 ﾠbe	 ﾠpaid	 ﾠan	 ﾠhonorarium	 ﾠin	 ﾠcase	 ﾠthey	 ﾠ
do	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ timely	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ efficient	 ﾠ job?	 ﾠ Many	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ do	 ﾠ not	 ﾠ
charge	 ﾠ authors	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ publication	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ do	 ﾠ not	 ﾠ have	 ﾠ other	 ﾠ
sources	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ funding.	 ﾠ They	 ﾠ will	 ﾠ find	 ﾠ it	 ﾠ difficult	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ pay	 ﾠ
reviewers.	 ﾠIf	 ﾠonly	 ﾠcertain	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠpay	 ﾠreviewers	 ﾠthen	 ﾠthe	 ﾠ
journals	 ﾠnot	 ﾠpaying	 ﾠa	 ﾠhonorarium	 ﾠwill	 ﾠfind	 ﾠit	 ﾠdifficult	 ﾠto	 ﾠ
get	 ﾠ their	 ﾠ manuscripts	 ﾠ reviewed.	 ﾠ Journals	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ
WebmedCentral	 ﾠgroup	 ﾠ(www.webmedcentral.com)	 ﾠallow	 ﾠ
a	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ counted	 ﾠ as	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ publication	 ﾠ providing	 ﾠ an	 ﾠ
academic	 ﾠ recognition	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ process.	 ﾠ Reviewers	 ﾠ
and	 ﾠ editors	 ﾠ should	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ provided	 ﾠ with	 ﾠ some	 ﾠ form	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ
recognition	 ﾠfor	 ﾠthe	 ﾠwork	 ﾠthey	 ﾠdo.	 ﾠOne	 ﾠmethod	 ﾠcould	 ﾠbe	 ﾠ
creating	 ﾠa	 ﾠsystem	 ﾠwhere	 ﾠreviewing	 ﾠa	 ﾠcertain	 ﾠnumber	 ﾠof	 ﾠ
articles	 ﾠfor	 ﾠa	 ﾠjournal	 ﾠcan	 ﾠbe	 ﾠconsidered	 ﾠequivalent	 ﾠto	 ﾠa	 ﾠ
scientific	 ﾠpublication	 ﾠor	 ﾠbeing	 ﾠthe	 ﾠeditor	 ﾠof	 ﾠa	 ﾠjournal	 ﾠfor	 ﾠa	 ﾠ
year	 ﾠcould	 ﾠbe	 ﾠconsidered	 ﾠequal	 ﾠto	 ﾠa	 ﾠcertain	 ﾠnumber	 ﾠof	 ﾠ
publications.	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
Publication	 ﾠafter	 ﾠacceptance:	 ﾠThe	 ﾠlong	 ﾠlag	 ﾠperiod	 ﾠbetween	 ﾠ
acceptance	 ﾠand	 ﾠeventual	 ﾠpublication	 ﾠis	 ﾠanother	 ﾠproblem	 ﾠ
area.	 ﾠJournals	 ﾠof	 ﾠthe	 ﾠBiomedCentral	 ﾠgroup	 ﾠpublish	 ﾠarticles	 ﾠ
immediately	 ﾠ on	 ﾠ acceptance.	 ﾠ Many	 ﾠ other	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ are	 ﾠ
beginning	 ﾠto	 ﾠadopt	 ﾠan	 ﾠonline	 ﾠfirst	 ﾠor	 ﾠonline	 ﾠearly	 ﾠfeature	 ﾠ
where	 ﾠ articles	 ﾠ are	 ﾠ published	 ﾠ online	 ﾠ before	 ﾠ their	 ﾠ
appearance	 ﾠin	 ﾠprint.	 ﾠThis	 ﾠis	 ﾠmainly	 ﾠapplicable	 ﾠto	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠ
where	 ﾠthere	 ﾠis	 ﾠa	 ﾠlong	 ﾠwaiting	 ﾠperiod	 ﾠfor	 ﾠprint	 ﾠpublication	 ﾠ
and	 ﾠat	 ﾠpresent	 ﾠis	 ﾠnot	 ﾠrelevant	 ﾠto	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠlike	 ﾠthe	 ﾠAMJ	 ﾠ
which	 ﾠ is	 ﾠ published	 ﾠ monthly	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ most	 ﾠ accepted	 ﾠ articles	 ﾠ
are	 ﾠpublished	 ﾠin	 ﾠthe	 ﾠcoming	 ﾠmonth’s	 ﾠissue.	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
Comments	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠreaders:	 ﾠCertain	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠallow	 ﾠreaders	 ﾠto	 ﾠ
post	 ﾠ comments	 ﾠ on	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ even	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ articles	 ﾠ published.	 ﾠ
This	 ﾠcan	 ﾠfurther	 ﾠimprove	 ﾠarticle	 ﾠquality.	 ﾠWebmedCentral	 ﾠ
follows	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ post	 ﾠ publication	 ﾠ peer	 ﾠ review	 ﾠ process.	 ﾠ The	 ﾠ
problem	 ﾠis	 ﾠensuring	 ﾠthe	 ﾠquality	 ﾠof	 ﾠarticles	 ﾠpublished.	 ﾠThey	 ﾠ
are	 ﾠnow	 ﾠworking	 ﾠon	 ﾠWebmedCentral	 ﾠPlus	 ﾠwhere	 ﾠarticles	 ﾠ
will	 ﾠbe	 ﾠinitially	 ﾠscreened	 ﾠby	 ﾠfaculty	 ﾠmembers	 ﾠbelonging	 ﾠto	 ﾠ
the	 ﾠrelevant	 ﾠsubject	 ﾠarea.	 ﾠArticle	 ﾠstatistics	 ﾠlike	 ﾠnumber	 ﾠof	 ﾠ
times	 ﾠ it	 ﾠ has	 ﾠ been	 ﾠ accessed	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ number	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ times	 ﾠ
downloaded	 ﾠis	 ﾠalso	 ﾠavailable.	 ﾠAccording	 ﾠto	 ﾠthe	 ﾠeditor,	 ﾠthe	 ﾠ
AMJ	 ﾠalso	 ﾠaccepts	 ﾠletters	 ﾠto	 ﾠthe	 ﾠeditor	 ﾠin	 ﾠa	 ﾠsimilar	 ﾠfashion	 ﾠ
in	 ﾠ response	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ published	 ﾠ articles	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ readers	 ﾠ can	 ﾠ take	 ﾠ	 ﾠAustralasian	 ﾠMedical	 ﾠJournal	 ﾠ[AMJ	 ﾠ2011,	 ﾠ4,	 ﾠ11,	 ﾠ628-ﾭ‐630]	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
630	 ﾠ
advantage	 ﾠof	 ﾠthis	 ﾠfeature	 ﾠto	 ﾠfurther	 ﾠimprove	 ﾠthe	 ﾠquality	 ﾠof	 ﾠ
published	 ﾠarticles	 ﾠand	 ﾠof	 ﾠthe	 ﾠjournal.	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
Medical	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ especially	 ﾠ in	 ﾠ South	 ﾠ Asia	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ certain	 ﾠ other	 ﾠ
developing	 ﾠregions	 ﾠhave	 ﾠbeen	 ﾠsadly	 ﾠneglected.	 ﾠAll	 ﾠconcerned	 ﾠ
parties	 ﾠshould	 ﾠget	 ﾠtogether	 ﾠand	 ﾠensure	 ﾠa	 ﾠfair	 ﾠdeal	 ﾠfor	 ﾠauthors,	 ﾠ
reviewers	 ﾠand	 ﾠreaders	 ﾠof	 ﾠjournals.	 ﾠMedical	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠin	 ﾠother	 ﾠ
parts	 ﾠof	 ﾠAsia	 ﾠand	 ﾠin	 ﾠAfrica	 ﾠalso	 ﾠhave	 ﾠproblems	 ﾠaccording	 ﾠto	 ﾠmy	 ﾠ
personal	 ﾠ experiences	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ experiences	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ other	 ﾠ authors.	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
Experiences	 ﾠof	 ﾠeditors,	 ﾠreviewers	 ﾠand	 ﾠauthors	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠdeveloped	 ﾠ
nations	 ﾠwhich	 ﾠoverall	 ﾠhave	 ﾠcomparatively	 ﾠquicker,	 ﾠfairer	 ﾠand	 ﾠ
more	 ﾠ efficient	 ﾠ publishing	 ﾠ platforms	 ﾠ is	 ﾠ invited	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ will	 ﾠ be	 ﾠ
useful	 ﾠ in	 ﾠ improving	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ in	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ developing	 ﾠ world.	 ﾠ This	 ﾠ
issue	 ﾠ has	 ﾠ not	 ﾠ been	 ﾠ scientifically	 ﾠ studied	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ best	 ﾠ of	 ﾠ my	 ﾠ
knowledge	 ﾠand	 ﾠobjective	 ﾠevidence	 ﾠis	 ﾠlacking.	 ﾠAlso	 ﾠthere	 ﾠare	 ﾠ
journals	 ﾠwhich	 ﾠare	 ﾠpublished	 ﾠfrom	 ﾠthe	 ﾠdeveloped	 ﾠworld	 ﾠbut	 ﾠ
the	 ﾠ editors	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ reviewers	 ﾠ are	 ﾠ predominantly	 ﾠ from	 ﾠ the	 ﾠ
developing	 ﾠone.	 ﾠThis	 ﾠis	 ﾠthe	 ﾠpersonal	 ﾠexperience	 ﾠof	 ﾠthe	 ﾠauthor	 ﾠ
who	 ﾠhas	 ﾠsubmitted	 ﾠarticles	 ﾠto,	 ﾠand	 ﾠhas	 ﾠpublished	 ﾠin	 ﾠjournals	 ﾠ
from,	 ﾠboth	 ﾠdeveloped	 ﾠand	 ﾠdeveloping	 ﾠcountries.	 ﾠMany	 ﾠother	 ﾠ
authors	 ﾠ with	 ﾠ whom	 ﾠ I	 ﾠ have	 ﾠ interacted	 ﾠ also	 ﾠ hold	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ similar	 ﾠ
opinion.	 ﾠOf	 ﾠcourse	 ﾠthis	 ﾠmay	 ﾠnot	 ﾠbe	 ﾠtrue	 ﾠin	 ﾠall	 ﾠcases	 ﾠand	 ﾠthere	 ﾠ
are	 ﾠ developing	 ﾠ country	 ﾠ journals	 ﾠ which	 ﾠ have	 ﾠ efficient	 ﾠ
publication	 ﾠprocesses.	 ﾠThe	 ﾠauthor	 ﾠwould	 ﾠlike	 ﾠto	 ﾠcommend	 ﾠthe	 ﾠ
AMJ	 ﾠ (www.amj.net.au)	 ﾠ for	 ﾠ upholding	 ﾠ high	 ﾠ publishing	 ﾠ
standards	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ ensuring	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ fair	 ﾠ deal	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ authors.	 ﾠ The	 ﾠ AMJ	 ﾠ
acknowledges	 ﾠ all	 ﾠ submissions	 ﾠ immediately	 ﾠ using	 ﾠ an	 ﾠ
automated	 ﾠsystem.	 ﾠThe	 ﾠreview	 ﾠprocess	 ﾠis	 ﾠquick	 ﾠand	 ﾠin	 ﾠmost	 ﾠ
cases	 ﾠ is	 ﾠ completed	 ﾠ within	 ﾠ a	 ﾠ month.	 ﾠ The	 ﾠ journal	 ﾠ quickly	 ﾠ
responds	 ﾠ to	 ﾠ queries	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ doubts	 ﾠ from	 ﾠ authors	 ﾠ and	 ﾠ most	 ﾠ
accepted	 ﾠarticles	 ﾠare	 ﾠpublished	 ﾠin	 ﾠthe	 ﾠcoming	 ﾠmonth’s	 ﾠissue.	 ﾠ
Authors	 ﾠare	 ﾠthe	 ﾠlifeblood	 ﾠof	 ﾠa	 ﾠjournal	 ﾠand	 ﾠshould	 ﾠbe	 ﾠgiven	 ﾠa	 ﾠ
fair	 ﾠdeal!	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ	 ﾠ
	 ﾠ
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